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SUELLEN JOHNSON'S TRIP TO THE PHILIPPINES  
WITH COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL 

On July 30th, 2010, I boarded a plane leaving Jackson, MS, for Manila, the capitol of the 
Philippines, via Dallas, Los Angeles and Tokyo. It was my first trip to Asia and my first mission trip 
abroad. We even crossed the International Date Line losing a day on the way to Manila and gaining one 
on the way home!  

It has to be one of the most fulfilling events of my life!  

 

The beginning of this journey was my sponsorship of Roxan Jane Soriano through 
Compassion International (www.compassion.com). I was listening to an AFR radio station which was 
recruiting people to sponsor children in poverty around the world through Compassion and I chose 
Roxan.  That day was 11 years ago. She was 8 years old then and is now 19 years old and in college 
studying computer programming.  We have been writing letters all this time and sharing our lives.  I have 
wanted to go see her since she graduated from High School.  Thinking my days of sponsorship were soon 
over, I waited for the letter notifying me that I could no longer write to Roxan any more.  It never came. 
Instead, a 2009 brochure on the Philippines arrived about life in the Rural Philippines and a Sponsor Tour 
in July 2010. I started planning to go.  Airline tickets, vaccinations and many hurdles later, I got to go! 



 
JM SEJ 908297 v1  
9600000-000100 08/19/2010 

 

At first, the trip was more about seeing Roxan but as we visited five schools, churches that 
sponsor Compassion children, and several homes of Compassion children, it became more about all 
the children we met who were benefitting from Compassion, not just Roxan.  We visited the Compassion 
headquarters in Quezon City (metro Manila) first for an overview, then went to the Compassion 
sponsored projects.  The Filipino people all spoke English, sang the same popular Christian songs, read 
the same Bible, memorized the same verses. The pastoral leadership at the churches gave their 
testimonies and showed us what they did to help the Compassion children; most of whom were from their 
local neighborhoods- not the children of church members- a true outreach to poor children.  I was really 
impressed with their commitment.  Each child had a case worker and a detailed case file.   



 
JM SEJ 908297 v1  
9600000-000100 08/19/2010 

 

The children were a joy to be around; they greeted us with screams; they had each taken a special 
day off of public school just to see us.  The poverty was crushing with tin roofed houses piled one on top 
of the other for miles.  Yet, the children laughed and played and were so beautiful.  We listened to 
presentations, watched children dance, made crafts, played games, sang along, and had lunch with the 
children.   
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We did "A Day in the Life of a Compassion Child."  We had to go where the families lived and 
worked. Some of the men worked along with the Dads as a jeepney driver, security guard at a school, 
painter, storeowner/cook, and tricycle driver, the motorcycle taxi.  The women also broke up in groups 
and visited the mothers in their homes.  Our group got off the road onto a beaten path, crossed over a 
small bridge deep into a neighborhood on the side of a hill. We painted Christmas ornaments (a Choo-
Choo train), talked about family and ate delicious fuzzy fruit called rambutan. We had lunch with the 
families at the church, then visited a 6,000 student public high school (they have classes in 2 shifts of 
3,000 students). Whoa! The kids were excited.  We met the entire student body council.  And I got to 
walk around the High School with the daughter of the family we visited who was now in college!  We 
even got to ride in a jeepney to/from the school as the bus wouldn't fit through the road.  We saw kids 
playing basketball everywhere.  We were not where the tourists go, so we really saw the people, the 
culture, the families, and the churches/Compassion projects. 
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We met the college age Leadership Development Students ("LDS") and listened to their 
testimonies.  Two of the male students were artists who want to make a difference with their artwork and 
made an acrylic artwork of a Compassion child.  We each "got a piece" of the design since we all have to 
work together to take a child out of poverty.  It was very moving.  We were glad we were part of this 
ministry. 
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There were many not to be forgotten moments especially the day we met our sponsored 
children:  (1) meeting Roxan for the first time at the oceanarium, meeting her Mother, and meeting her 
Case Worker who cried and cried; finding out all the things in her life that had made a difference; seeing 
her college grades, her scrapbook, her sticker book and her joy at seeing me; (2) meeting a young LDS 
student named Jelli who wanted to be an accountant; (4) making my "Champion for Christ" Olympic 
medals craft with third graders at one of the schools; (5) going to one of the Compassion child's homes 
who lived in the back of a cemetery, hearing her sing, praying for her family, and being forever moved by 
her dream of living in a better place and finishing school; (6) dancing with the praise team and the little 
tambourine dancer on Sunday morning; and (7) meeting fascinating people in our group who care about 
children from all over the USA and Canada.  
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Sponsoring a child does make a difference.  It's one of the greatest things I have ever done.  I 
saw Roxan and my heart just melted.  I saw how the Compassion children received so much attention and 
love from the pastoral staff, their case worker, and the teachers at the school.  They monitor their school 
grades, provide tutoring, provide adequate healthcare and nutrition, develop parenting skills, teach values 
and learn about God and the Bible.  The sponsor lets a child know someone cares about them and loves 
them. They give the children hope for the future.  I could see it with Roxan.  What a beautiful young 
woman she has become. So with all my heart, I hope everyone has this wonderful opportunity to become 
a sponsor and reach out to a child in need.  You will never regret it.  You will be blessed to be a blessing. 
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